Invasive Aquatic Species:
Transportation, Colonization,
and Management

Moderator: Sandy Kubillus, Integrated Lakes Management

Panelists: Bob Kirschner, Chicago Botanic Garden
Kathy Paap, Lake County Health Dept. - Lakes Mgm’t Unit
Cathy McGlynn, Northeast lllinois Invasive Plant Partnership
Keith Gray, Integrated Lakes Management
Blake Ruebush, Illinois Department of Natural Resources
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e Native (indigenous) — a species that was present in North America prior to
European settlement or has arrived since through natural (non-human)
means of dispersal.

e Non-native (exotic, alien, introduced) — a species that was brought to North
America by humans, either deliberately or accidentally.
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* Invasive — a non-native species, that is able to establish itself within
existing native plant/animal communities and is posing a threat to the
integrity of those communities.
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Eurasian watermilfoil

Asian carp

* Invasive — a non-native species, that is able to establish itself within
existing native plant/animal communities and is posing a threat to the
integrity of those communities.
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What’s in a name?

Native (indigenous) — a species that was present in North America prior to
European settlement or has arrived since through natural (non-human)
means of dispersal.

Non-native (exotic, alien, introduced) — a species that was brought to North
America by humans, either deliberately or accidentally.

Weedy (aggressive) — a species that readily spreads, especially in disturbed
areas, but generally does not pose a threat to the integrity of native plant
communities.

Invasive — a non-native species, that is able to establish itself within
existing native plant/animal communities and is posing a threat to the
integrity of those communities.
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Traits of aquatic invasive species

Able to avoid/evade natural enemies
Rapid growth and early maturity

Production of many offspring (animals); for plants,
produces many seeds and/or has an ability to reproduce

vegetatively
Habitat “generalists” (food sources, temperature, etc.)

Able to withstand adverse environmental conditions
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Problems with aquatic invasive
species
® Qutcompete native plants and animals

® Create unsuitable habitat for other native organisms
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Problems with aquatic invasive
species

Outcompete native plants and animals

Create unsuitable habitat for other native organisms

Cultural use and economic impacts (e.g., recreation,
water supply)
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Problems with aquatic invasive
species

Outcompete native plants and animals

Create unsuitable habitat for other native organisms

Cultural use and economic impacts (e.g., recreation,
water supply)

Once an invasive species becomes established, it’s almost
always IMPOSSIBLE to eradicate
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Yikes! What can we do?

An Ounce of Prevention is
Worth g Pound of Cure

- Benjamin Franklin -
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January 2015

Early Detection Rapid Response Plan
for a itain Hlinois
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Nipois Hydrilia Task Force




/\/

Hydrilla??? I've never heard of it...
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. Native look-alike: Elodea

Hydrilla Elodea
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UNWANTED:

An invasive aquatic plant recently found in neighboring
states, hydrilla could be very detrimental to lllinois
fishing, boating and swimming along with waterfront
property values. Early detection of hydrilla in Iilinois
could save millions of dollars in control costs.

HELP IDENTIFY THIS PLANT EARLY ON
WHEN POPULATIONS ARE STILL SMALL
ENOUGH TO ERADICATE AND MANAGE.

Keep this card handy in your boat or tackle box and let us
know right away if you think you've found

hydrilla. To learn more about hydrilla

and the Hydrilla Hunt! program, visit

www.niipp.net/hydrilla

'\5\
,7%
- IDENTIFICATION

7 >, HYDRILLA VERTICALLATA
i h.// ‘
a Y ¢

a. whorls of more than 3 leaves

b. leaves often have visibly toothed edge

c. leaf vein often has small visible spines

- Lisi varsity of Flovida
(AR

Notice the toothed edges of hydrilla
leaves, as well as the whorls of more
than three leaves.

Phomm; Hubert Wosh " rA wnod.

Think you have found hydrilla? Email us a picture of the plant
stem placed on a light-colored background. If you're unable
to send a digital picture, email us and we will contact you.

HydrillaHunt@niipp.net




D IMPACT YOU

HYDRILLA COUL

Hydrilla is an invasive aquatic “superweed"” that's been | [W
found recently in Indiana and Wisconsin, Our enjoyment w X

of fishing, swimming, and boating will be dramatically % ' IDENTIFICATION
affected if it gets into lllinois’ lakes and rivers.
Hydrilla can grow an inch 2 day and produce a dense mat

of stems on the water surface. Early detection of hydrilla
could save illinois millions of dollars in control costs,

4% www.niipp.net/hydrilla

Take 2 Hydnlla Moat! cand and keep it handy as you enjoy liaois’ water-
ways. ¥ you think you've found hrydrills, please let us know right away!

HELP IDENTIFY THIS PLANT EARLY ON WHEN POPULATIONS

ARE STILL SMALL ENOUGH TO ERADICATE AND MANAGE!




ILLINOIS' LEAST WANTED!

Hydnlla i & hic @ aquantc plant that threatens tha haatth
\

i elodes {another Invasive atuats
wn hydelle or Braplian eloden
a6 the

INVASIVI

HYDRILLA ;- BRAZILIAN ELODEA

Join the Search!

NATIVE___________|

< AMERICAN ELODEA

amacly 31

Dot have

HOW CAN | HELP?

If you think you hiave found bydrilla or Brazilion slodes, please use

MORE INFORMATION

To learn more about hydrilla,
| carmorn 1o tak of two dosé up photos N
sdd an e light sground {then discard thet Hydrilla Hunt! progran, visit
the plant fragment in the trash), Email your photos to us at
www.niipp.net/hydrilla
hydrillahunt@niipp.net
W will sckndrades sCmpt of your emad and 61 you know what
we seo. i yo e 10 send us o digital picture, email us and

we will contact you. Thanks!

HYDRILLA: THE PERFECT AQUATIC WEED
Hydirdla is extremely we lapted for competing

TUBERS: A SPECIAL CHARACTERISTIC OF HYDRILLA

Hydrilla produces tubers t Jrow in the sed
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Moving forward...



Whose plant is it anyway?
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Whose plant is it anyway?
A. Illinois DNR

B. Lakebed property owner
C. Illinois Dept. of Agriculture
D. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers



Whose plant is it anyway?

A. Illinois DNR

B. Lakebed property owner
C. Illinois Dept. of Agriculture
D. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers



N

State and federal requlations

[llinois Aquatic Life Code
[llinois Injurious Species List

[1linois Noxious Weed List
Federal Noxious Weed List
Local regulations
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