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 Able to avoid/evade natural enemies 

 Rapid growth and early maturity 

 Production of many offspring (animals); for plants, 
produces many seeds and/or has an ability to reproduce 
vegetatively 

 Habitat “generalists” (food sources, temperature, etc.) 

 Able to withstand adverse environmental conditions 
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Problems with aquatic invasive 
species 

 Outcompete native plants and animals 

 Create unsuitable habitat for other native organisms 

 Cultural use and economic impacts (e.g., recreation, 
water supply) 

 Once an invasive species becomes established, it’s almost 
always IMPOSSIBLE to eradicate 

 



Yikes!  What can we do? 



Early Detection – Rapid Response 



Hydrilla???  I’ve never heard of it… 



Native look-alike:  Elodea 

Hydrilla Elodea 



How can I help? 



Join the search! 







Moving forward… 
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State and federal regulations 
 Illinois Aquatic Life Code 

 Illinois Injurious Species List 

 Illinois Noxious Weed List 

 Federal Noxious Weed List 

 Local regulations 



Moving forward… 


