
IFB’s Efforts to Improve
Water Quality

Lauren Lurkins
Director of Environmental Policy

Illinois Farm Bureau





TRACKING MEASURES



IFB HAS PRIORITIZED LEADING ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES – WITH A SPECIAL 

FOCUS ON THE NLRS
2015 TO CURRENT - $1.5 MILLION 

CURRENT IFB NLRS PRIORITIES
• Education and Outreach

• Supporting Research

• Supporting Implementation

• Demonstrating Progress



EDUCATION AND OUTREACH 
• From 2015 to present:

• Almost 48,000 people reached in 306 events (field days, workshops, 
webinars, conferences, presentations)

• Approximately 500 FarmWeek articles to 74,000 weekly subscribers
• Approximately 45 RFD Radio interviews, 80 rural markets in Illinois
• Approximately 5 million people reached on social media
• Approximately 60,000 visits to www.ilfarmersconserve.com

http://www.ilfarmersconserve.com/


SUPPORTING RESEARCH 

Scientific Researchers from:
• University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
• University of Illinois Extension
• Illinois State University
• Southern Illinois University Carbondale
• Prairie Research Institute

 Advisory Committees
 Support letters 
 Farmer focus groups 
 Hosting on-farm research sites



Supporting 
Implementation



DEMONSTRATING PROGRESS

Important for: 
- Tracking progress
- Telling farmer stories to a 

variety of audiences and 
agencies

- Showing diversity of needs 
and practices across state 





THANK YOU!

Lauren Lurkins

llurkins@ilfb.org

(309) 557-3153

mailto:llurkins@ilfb.org
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