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• Over 200 Lakes
• Highest concentration of glacial lakes in IL

• Lake Michigan

• Over 100 Swimming Beaches (>1/4 in IL)

• High recreational, property and tourism value

• High ecological value
• Threatened and endangered aquatic species

Lake County Lakes



• Hydrilla verticillata is considered the perfect aquatic weed.

• It can grow very rapidly and once it reaches the water surface it 
can quickly produce a dense mat of stems that outshades native 
submerged aquatic plants. 

• It requires little light to grow and can readily colonize deep 
water (up to 3 meters deep).

• One tuber can produce over 6000 new tubers per m2 and 
several thousand turions.

• Millions of dollars spent in control annually in US.

Hydrilla



• Wisconsin – small pond, 2005
• 1.5 acres
• Pond drained and dredged

• Indiana – Lake Manitou, 2006
• 775 acres
• Lake closed to outside boats
• >$1 million spent in control

Hydrilla in Midwest





Funded by the 
Illinois 
Department of 
Natural 
Resources (IDNR) • Education

• Early 
Detection

• Rapid 
Response



• Northeast Illinois Invasive Plant Partnership (Cathy 
McGlynn, now in NY)

• Chicago Botanic Garden (Bob Kirschner, now retired)

• Lake County Health Department (Mike Adam, still here)

• Steering Committee (14 members)
• Illinois Department of Natural Resources (Kevin Irons, 

Invasive Species Coordinator)

Illinois Hydrilla Task Force 
(established 2014)



Hydrilla Hunt!

Card (3” x 5”)



Hydrilla Hunt!

Poster (8.5” x 14”)



Lake Volunteers



Education



Clean Boats Crews

- IL/IN SeaGrant
- IL DNR
- NIIPP





• Hydrilla Found! July 
2019

• Commercial applicator 
– Integrated Lakes 
Management (one of 
the Steering 
Committee members)

• Other non-natives
• Lillies
• Brazilian Elodea

• Suspected Source: 
Aquarium/Water 
Garden





• Red Top Park Pond, Libertyville, 
Illinois (owner: Village of Libertyville)

Morphometric Data:

• Area: 3.3 Acres

• Volume:  19.99 Acre Feet

• Max Depth: 11 Feet

• Average Depth: 6.0 Feet



April 2017





July 2018



River Survey



October 2019



October 2019
Tubers



Treatments

• July through September, 2019:  3 treatments of Aquathol K 
(endothall), 1 treatment of Reward (diquat)

• October 23, 2019:  SonarOne (fluridone) pellets (10 ppb)









2020 Plan (and beyond)

• Fluridone treatment May 2020, follow-up as 
needed

• Routine site visits

• Aquatic Plant Survey – May and August
• River Survey

• Tuber Survey – October

• Education
• Signage at Pond
• Newsletters



Funding

• $30,000 set aside from EDRR grant from IDNR
• Looking at options if more is needed or it 

spreads to other waters

• Village of Libertyville 



Key Conclusions

• ED/RR planning efforts paid off
• Funding in place

• Key partnerships established early (Applicator, Village, 
County, and State)
• Input from Hydrilla experts

Mike Adam, madam@lakecountyil.gov, 847-377-8002
Alana Bartolai, abartolai2@lakecountyil.gov, 847-377-8009
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