
What’s the Bottom Line???

?

2016 - USFWS - Panfish

2nd # Anglers (29%)

2nd Angling Days (29%)

ALL Types of 

Anglers Want 

Quality Fishing 

Experiences!



What’s the Bottom Line???

?

Anglers Want 

Quality Fishing 

Experiences!



Need for Bluegill Management?

• Goedde & Coble, 1981

• Coble, 1988

• Dufford, 1993

• Jennings, Clausen, Philipp, 1997 

• Ehlinger, 1997

• Reed & Parsons, 1999

• Tomko & Pierce, 2005

• Edison, Wahl, Diana, et. al., 2006

• Diana, Stein, et. al., 2007

• Oplinger, Diana, Wahl, 2013

• Rypel, (2015)

- Large BLG easily overharvested.

- Social component growth in BLG, 

maintaining larger males important.

- Anglers desire regulations, but 

they and biologists often don’t 

understand what regs. will work.
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Michael Mounce

Active Bluegill Management 

for Improved Angling Quality: 
Walnut Point Lake a Case Study 

in Central Illinois



Walnut Point Lake

22 ha. (52 acres)

Average depth 3.8 m (12.5 ft.)

Highly eutrophic (SAVs – low, variable)

Largemouth bass, Bluegill, 

Black crappie, Redear sunfish,

Green sunfish, Channel catfish, 

Flathead catfish, Common carp

Electric boat motors only

Great shoreline access

Camping & concession
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Sept. – Effort 120 minutes of A.C. electrofishing
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Is there any indication that the 

quality of the fishery has 

changed using active 

management?
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Are there any concerns?

Wr of intermediate and larger bluegill after 

regulations were applied.



Did the change in the creel limit 

under the maximum size limit, 

from 15 to 20 fish per day,

produce it’s intended effect?
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Summary
If creel limits are being considered, maximum length limits can 

potentially improve and stabilize bluegill angling quality,   harvest.

As demonstrated, the length and creel limit values used should not 

be considered universally applicable. “Best fit” is based on bluegill 

population dynamics and angler creel survey data.

As utilized here, this is NOT a trophy bluegill regulation

Any size limit should be based on the potential for fish to reach 

that length & not set TOO low. Creel limits should be based on 

angling pressure and the productivity of the waterbody.

Competition with gizzard shad or other species can have a 

significant effect on the success of the regulation. Depending on 

demand for improved angling quality, length and creel limit values 

can be adjusted to get the appropriate effect in lakes with reduced 

growth, then re-adjusted if and when the fishery improves.



Summary

Under the maximum length limit a significant positive trend of 

increasing numbers of preferred-length and larger (20 cm+)  

bluegill was observed, indicating an improvement in quality of 

this bluegill fishery (recent angler creel information lacking).

Increases in the creel limit from 15 to 20 appears to have 

resulted in modestly  improved body condition of  

intermediate-size (15-19.9 cm) bluegill. An increase to 25/day 

may be warranted to improve body condition.

Age structure improvements indicate reduced mortality rates.

This regulation is fairly popular with anglers, as fishing 

pressure has increased and non-compliance seems to be minor. 

A few fishermen are releasing most, if not all, of the larger 

bluegill. A similar harvest strategy is working very well in private ponds.
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9.75” - Released!

February –

March, 2015

8.3”


