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The Conservation Foundation 

A private,  
non-for-profit 
organization 

Offices at the McDonald Farm, Naperville and  
Dickson-Murst Farm, Montgomery 



TCF Mission 

* Preserve natural areas and open 
space * Protect rivers and watersheds 

* Provide education for children and 
adults 

* Promote stewardship of our environment 

We Save Land. We Save Rivers. 

DuPage, Kane, Kendall, Will Counties 
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National River Cleanup – American Rivers 



TCF Mission 

* Preserve natural areas and open 
space 

* Protect rivers and watersheds 

* Provide education for children and 
adults 

* Promote stewardship of our environment 

We Save Land. We Save Rivers. 





A History of Volunteer  
Watershed Work 

  1990 - Volunteer group of TCF - DuPage River 
Project started small doing a cleanup of the river, 
which has now grown into the large DuPage River 
Sweep.  
  More than 9,500 volunteers have removed nearly 
235 tons of garbage from DuPage County streams 
since 1991.  
  In 2013 three records were set -- a record 43 miles of 
shoreline cleared and 13 tons of debris collected.  
  County-wide, 730 volunteers were spread 
throughout the watershed.  



A History of Volunteer  
Watershed Work 

  Storm drain stenciling & citizens stream monitoring started 
in 1991. 

  Added restoration to Sweep activities in 2009 –  
12+ acres of land near waterways have been stewarded 
by volunteers removing invasive species such as 
buckthorn, garlic mustard, honeysuckle and multiflora 
rose. 

  Those volunteer programs created a base of people doing 
stream bank restoration and other types of restoration 
work in the stream channels -- evolved into the DuPage 
River/Salt Creek Workgroup. 



A History of Volunteer  
Watershed Work – C@H 

 Recognized need to also move away from 
the stream itself and address sources of 
pollution 
 Conservation@Home started as a part of 
the watershed effort -- to get better water 
quality. 



Univ. 
of WI U. of Wis. 

Every Curb is a “Shoreline” ( U. of MN) 



Land Use Tools to Protect Groundwater Recharge, ELPC, 2011 



We All Live Up & Down Stream   

“Every Curb  
is a Shoreline” 

Univ. of MN 



What can we do? 

 On one … or  
one hundred 
acres … 

  …OUR decisions 
affect the local 
environment and 
the creatures that 
reside in the 
area.  



Conservation@Home Program 

* Native plants * Wildlife habitat * Water conservation * 

* Compost / recycling *  Reduction of pesticides/fertilizers * 

~1000+ C@H Participants 



C@H Goals 
  Encourage the use of native plants in residential yards 
and gardens.  
  Protect and restore existing high quality natural areas. 
  Promote good water resource practices (rain barrels, 
rain gardens that reduce runoff, filter water and 
conserve water.) 
  Reward landowners that practice good conservation 
measures. 
  Educate landowners about how they can improve 
habitats. 
  Provide a visible sign of good residential conservation 
design and implementation. 



In-depth information on the following 
subjects is available: 

* Invasive Species  
* Backyard Wetlands and Rain Gardens  
* Composting  
* Advantages of Mulch  
* Ponds  
* Wildlife Habitat Improvements  
* Native Plants for Your Yard   
* Native Plantings in Your Community 



Focus 

BMP’s :  
Best Management Practices 



Water management… 



U. of Wis 
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Reducing Stormwater Runoff 



Rainwater Harvesting System Illustration 

The Conservation Foundation, Naperville 
750 & 25,000 gallon collection systems   

Aquascape Designs' Rain xChange 

Harvesting 



Infiltration:  
Native plants & Rain Gardens  
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www.chicagowilderness.org 

Stormwater Infiltration  

Montgomery Police Dept. 



                                            

Infiltration: Permeable materials 

Morton Arboretum 



Native plants have advantages  

  Adapted to the climate 
and native pests 
  Deep rooted 

  long roots make 
channels in the soil  
for water to follow 
  Soil improvement 

  Havens for butterflies, 
birds, beneficial insects 
  Reduces invasive species 
competition 



Native plantings & wildlife… 



Soils/Composting 



Become Certified! 

Certification 
how-to’s: 

*** 

Give us a 
call! 

Arrange a 
visit 

Become a 
member! 



www.theconservationfoundation.org/page.php?PageID=48 





Conservation@Work 
Program 



Volunteers at TCF 



Cooperators/volunteers 

  C@H members 
  TCF members 
  Master Gardeners 
  Master Naturalists 
  4H/FFA 
  SWCD 
  Park Districts 
  Forest Preserves 

  Watershed groups 
  Teachers 
  Schools 
  Scouts 
  Local governments 
  Foundations/private 
groups 
  Other Agencies 
  Church groups 
  Service groups 



DuPage River Sweep & Restoration 



Rain Garden Plantings & Maintenance 



Natural Area Restoration 



Storm Drain Stenciling 





Conservation@Home Program 

* Native plants * Wildlife habitat * Water conservation * 

* Compost / recycling *  Reduction of pesticides/fertilizers * 



Contacts 

  John Church, Kendall County Program Director 
The Conservation Foundation  

2550 Dickson Rd., Montgomery, IL 60538 

Ph. 630-553-0687 x 204  
or Main office  630-428-4500  

E-mail: jchurch@theconservationfoundation.org 

website: www.theconservationfoundation.org 

We Save Land. We Save Rivers. 


